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 I HAVE DISCOVERED THAT PEOPLE IN GENERAL ARE FAULT FINDERS RATHER THAN FACT FINDERS OR BELIEVERS IN 
FACTS.  Facts are things done or something that comes to pass, the quality of being actual or real. It’s like the word of God in that 
most believe that the word is the absolute facts or the absolute truth.

Finding fault with men is easy, but finding their value or worth is more difficult when we won’t allow ourselves to understand what’s 
in their hearts and what they believe in. This is easy for God who made us and knows all about who we are. Since God only works 
thru people it would do us good to try and understand who the people are that we pass judgment upon without knowing who they 
really are. In Matthew 7:18 it says “A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.” The 
outward appearance of man does not necessarily show us who they are. God looks at the hearts of men and cares not so much 
about the physical which will soon turn back to the dust. When we look for fault in others it keeps the focus off ourselves and thus 
tricks our minds into believing that we are above or beyond what others are faced with. This is a natural maneuver for Satin whose 
whole platform is about trickery and lies.

When we look at those whom God chose to represent him in the earth we know that his insight has more weight than ours. For 
example, David, “The man after God’s own heart.” No matter what his fault, David possessed certain characteristics such as respect-
ful, trusting, humble, loving, devoted, reverent, obedient, recognition, faithful and repentant. 

Peter a disciple of Christ, had many faults, like the denial of Christ, and his lack of faith while walking on the water in the presence of 
Jesus. Yet Peter was very instrumental in the 2nd chapter of the book of Acts when three thousand souls were saved at Pentecost. 
The Apostle Paul, with his persecutions of the church was converted on the road to Damascus in chapter 9 of the Acts and went 
on to become one of the greatest spokesmen for Christ. These few examples should let us know that God uses whomever he 
chooses. These people may not have been our choice, but we would have to ask ourselves to what purpose would we have con-
sidered using them and would our purpose be greater that God’s?   

Remember when we were in grade school and high school there were always those who felt that certain students would not 
amount to much, but we know that is not the case in many of our lives. This is why we cannot afford to place certain restrictions on 
individuals, especially the youth because none but God knows their purpose and worth. All our values went up when we accepted 
Jesus as the Christ and Saviour of the world.

President Barrack Obama said “yes we can”. Our words to our youth should be, yes you can. We tend to grow up our children too 
fast not realizing that they must first be children and then become adults. They must grow within a certain time frame and hopefully 
with a certain purpose. Jesus himself in the Gospel of Luke 2:40-52 had to grow in stature, in spirit and wisdom. God had a purpose 
for Jesus, and he also has one for our lives. He is the only one who can keep us on the path he wants for us. Satan would love to 
see us get off course because that would give him the opportunity to use us in what ever manner he wants.

“Too many people overvalue what they are not
 and undervalue what they are.” 

— Malcolm Forbes

— Wil Wilson

WHAT ARE WE WORTH?
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ent, and you owe it to us to represent 
us. Please know that I appreciate 
the open door you have given our 
Committee members in the aftermath 
of some tough times for you con-
cerning President Obama just a few 
months ago. But when it comes to the 
State of the Union Address, partisan 
politics have no place. You must rep-
resent all of those you are in office 
to serve—progressive, moderates, and 
conservatives alike.

Pastor Emerson, continued, "We 
would like to see Congressman 
Lamborn reach across the aisle—
because it is apparent that he has 
an agenda by showing disrespect for 
President Obama. It sends a clear 
message to the far right wing of the 
Republican Party. I do not believe 
that is the kind of representation that 
Colorado Springs or Pueblo are look-
ing for. I think they are  looking 
for somebody who would be more 
open-minded, with a more bi-partisan 
sense of duty and spirit, so that all of 
the people would be assured that he 
is their representative. He represents 
both Democrats and Republicans, and 
he needs to keep that in mind. I won-
der how the Republicans felt when 
they heard that he was not honoring 
the President of the United States? 

"We feel there is a hidden agenda of 
the Republicans to make sure President 
Obama is a one-term president. We are 
appalled that Congressman Lamborn 
would attempt to stir up old racial 
wounds, and especially since he says 
he is a Christian. We want him to do 
the right thing—realize he is a servant 
to our entire community, and make 

sure everyone gets an equal opportu-
nity to be a great citizen without worry-
ing about racial slurs and other forms 
of disrespect.

Superintendent Demmer, contin-
ued, "How could he have an advisory 
committee and make a decision to not 
attend the State of the Union Address 
without discussing it ahead of time 
with this committee? I think he believes 
he is espousing the political ideology of 

the Whites in the 5th Congressional 
District, but many of the Whites that 
I have talked to and in the newspa-
per, the statements against him are 
not from African-Americans. He has 
not violated African-Americans only, 
but all those who have confidence in 
America.  It is just as President Obama 
said, 'when we look at that flag, we see 
all of America.' 

"There is a mindset of some that 
Congressman Lamborn’s action is not 
and should not be approached from 
a racial perspective, that it has more 
to do with a political and philosophi-
cal viewpoint. I disagree with that, 

whether it comes from Caucasians, or 
it comes from some misguided African-
Americans, who also feel as though 
there is now a new differentiation of 
racism. 

"I tend to agree with Al Sharpton, ‘it 
may not be Jim Crow, but it certainly 
is James Crow, Esq. Jr.   James Crow, 
Esq, Jr. is a little more sophisticated, 
more educated, more articulate, and 
knows how to approach these things 

from a ‘misdirection’ perspective. But 
those from our community who feel 
that ‘we are now in the House’ (and I 
thank God—I never thought I would 
see an African-American in the White 
House—but I am still very aware he’s 
still not in our House)…the struggle 
still has not stopped. The problems 
that are there have not stopped. So, 
I don’t think Congressman Lamborn 
can separate it. 

"It would be wonderful if we could 
say it wasn’t because he (President 
Obama) is Black, but just because of 
his political position. However, since he 
is the first African-American President, 

Congressman Lamborn has to be more 
sensitive in whatever actions he takes, 
because no matter how pure he may 
say his heart is in regard to racial 
injustices and bigotry, it does not come 
across any different that any other 
person who is motivated by bigotry and 
would not have attended. How do we 
tell the difference?"

Rev. McMearn, of Southern 
Colorado Ministerial Union, continued,  
"I will turn 72 in March. I believe the 
time is over for African-Americans to 
fight this battle of racism in America. 
I think racism in America has to be 
fought by the majority of people in this 
country, which are Caucasians. They 
now understand the demonization of 
the racial discrimination that we went 
through. They are the ones that must 
fight this battle now, because it was 
White America that stood up to vote for 
President Obama because they knew it 
was the right thing to do. He is intel-
ligent, and has a broad understanding 
of national and world politics. I think 
he has represented America well. The 
General Manager of General Motors 
spent months thanking America for 
coming to the rescue of their compa-
ny, without ever mentioning President 
Obama. And no one has really said 
anything as far as giving him credit 
for ridding the world of Osama bin 
Laden. "

Pastor Leon Emerson, President 
of the Greater Denver Ministerial 
Alliance:  I believe this whole incident 
also reiterates the fact that we need to 
be sure African-Americans are regis-
tered to vote and that they know the 
power is at the poll. 

The Greater Metropolitan Denver 
Ministerial Alliance (GMDMA) host-

ed its’ 28th Annual Interfaith Worship 
and Awards Ceremony at New Hope 
Baptist Church in Denver, Sunday, 
January 15, 2012.

The Alliance agreed with Dr. King’s 
position that a quality education is 
the right of every child, and they also 
agreed with Denver Mayor Michael 
Hancock that, “the current achieve-
ment gap disparity for Denver Public 
School students is not acceptable or 
American.”

Hancock gave a rousing and infor-
mative keynote message on the 83rd 
anniversary of Dr. King’s 83rd birthday 
and the 71st anniversary of GMDMA.

Hancock received the GMDMA 
Presidents Award for his amazingly 
unique record as a leader and visionary 
for the people of Denver as evidenced 
by his relentless work for education-
al excellence both as the President 
of the Denver City Council and as 
President/CEO of the Urban League of 
Metropolitan Denver. He has a stellar 
leadership record as a young child and 
later as a hard-working adult.

Colorado Lieutenant Governor 
Joe Garcia was selected to receive 
an Education Award based on his 
past tenacity in pursuing excellence in 
basic education for Colorado students 
of all ages and his present fortitude to 
ensure that all children can learn how 
to read. His strong views on the value 
of education for all children date back 
to his tenure as President at Pikes 
Peak Community College and CSU - 
Pueblo and his continued advocacy for 
total access to learning for all persons 

without regard to their economic sta-
tus.

Garcia said, “I am honored to 
receive this award from the Greater 
Metropolitan Denver Ministerial 
Alliance, because it serves as a remind-
er that we still have work to do to 
ensure all children receive an excellent 
education.  We can’t consider our pub-
lic education system a success until 
every child – including our minority 
children – graduate ready to pursue a 
college education or a career. 

GMDMA also gave an Education 
Award to Allegra ‘Happy’ Haynes, an 
At-Large Denver Public Schools (DPS) 
Board Member and former DPS execu-
tive for her selfless and on-going work 
for all the children enrolled in Denver 
Public Schools. The achievement gap 
for children of color is of deep concern 
for Haynes and other officials.  And, 
she has publicly vowed to strive for 
solutions to lessen the classroom dis-
parities that can hamper a child’s abil-
ity to learn for the rest of their lives. 
Her advocacy for quality educated was 
evident during her time as a Member 
Councilor and later as President of the 
Denver City Council.

GMDMA presented their Freedom 
Rider Award to Fidel ‘Butch’ Montoya, 
former Denver Manager of Safety, and 
current Director of the H.S. Power & 
Light Ministries. Montoya was cited for 
exemplifying the kind of bravery and 
resolve as the Freedom Riders dur-
ing the bloody Civil Rights Movement 
in the 1960’s when countless peo-
ple of goodwill, various faiths, dif-
ferent genders, and many ethnicities 
stood together against inhumane and 

un-American practices that deprived 
Blacks of their God-given rights.

At the height of the civil rights 
struggle, Dr. King led non-violence 
protests and received much help from 
the Freedom Riders that risked their 
lives to ride segregated buses across 
the Deep South. Their bravery cap-
tured the conscience of the nation and 
the attention of the worldwide media.  
“Freedom Rides On,” was the 2012 
national theme for activities celebrat-
ing the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Holiday.

Pastor Leon Emerson, GMDMA 
President and Senior Pastor of Denver’s 
Now Faith Christian Church said,” We 
are serious about our decision to make 
education, voter registration, economic 
justice, and youth related issues our 
priorities in 2012. We are reaching 
out to build meaningful collaborations 
with elected and civic leaders, which 
include Colorado Lt. Governor Garcia, 
Denver Mayor Hancock, Denver Public 
Schools Board Member Happy Haynes 
and others to achieve progress for all 
kids with special work for children 
of color to reach their full potential. 
We are committed in our 71st year 
to making our 60 plus churches the 
bridge between past victories in the 
civil rights movement and the struggle 
of current generations for quality edu-
cation, economic equality and the right 
to vote for candidates of their choice.  
We have come too far to surrender 
our future and we won’t stop until Dr. 
King’s dream is real for everyone.” 

The Alliance also presented Awards 
of Achievement and Outstanding 
Community Service to others as fol-

lows:

Colorado State Representative 
Rhonda Fields, District 42, for her 
perseverance to achieve justice for 
her murdered son that was set to give 
testimony in a gang murder case, and 
for her activist community leadership 
that led to her being asked to seek and 
later winning a seat in the Colorado 
Legislature. (Achievement Award)

Colorado State Representative 
Angela Williams, District 7, for her 
professional and profound labor as 
a successful local entrepreneur and 
enthusiastic advocate for Colorado 
small businesses, which led her to 
seek and win a seat in the Colorado 
House. (Achievement Award) 

Denver City Councilman Albus 
Brooks, District 8, for his unwavering 
belief in the people and economic value 
of sites in his district, and his dedica-
tion to restoring the area to its previ-
ous days of prosperity. (Achievement 
Award)

Denver City Councilman Chris 
Herndon for his military service as 
an officer and willingness to com-
mit that talent to champion his dis-
trict as Light Rail extends from down-
town Denver to Denver International 
Airport. (Achievement Award)

Bishop Clyde R. Nichols, Pastor of 
Redeeming Love Fellowship Church in 
West Denver for 25 years of serving hot 
meals to needy families and provid-
ing a food pantry to address on-going 
issues of unemployment. (Community 
Service Award)

CHURCH NEWS

Lt. Gov. Garcia Among Group Honored in Memory of King
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 I believe the time is over for African-Americans to 
fight this battle of racism in America. I think racism in 
America has to be fought by the majority of people in this 
country, which are Caucasians. They now understand the 
demonization of the racial discrimination that we went 
through. They are the ones that must fight this battle now,
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Look who’s calling 
Dahlia Square home! 
 

Hazel Whitsett was the third 
resident to make Dahlia Square 
home.  “Park Hill is where I 
want to be and Dahlia Square is 
my home.  I love the quiet.  I 
feel safe and secure and there is 
real friendship and camaraderie 
here.  I just love the place; it’s 
where I want to spend the rest 
of my life.” 
Hazel served Park Hill for 23 years as Cofounder and Director of 
the Northeast Women’s Center, retiring in June.  In addition to her 
contribution through the Women’s Center, Hazel has been active in 
the community, has won several awards including the Martin 
Luther King Humanitarian Award and has served on numerous 
executive boards and community, church, government and busi-
ness committees.   
Regarding her life at Dahlia Square Senior Apartments Hazel is 
quick to share:  “It’s like this place was created just for me just 
when I needed it.  I wake up every morning thanking the Lord for 
being here.” 
      For a tour or if you have questions call, or stop in anytime: 

Monday-Friday 8:30 AM–5:30 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM–3:00 PM 

3421 Elm Street, Denver, CO 80207 
Professionally managed by ComCap Asset Management, Inc. 

Hazel Whitsett, Resident of Dahlia Square 

Only seniors 62 or better on a limited income qualify for residency. 

303-333-2126 
www.dahliasquare.com 
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We want your news! 
Body of Christ News wants to hear about 

your calendar events, announcements 
or conferences. 

Send your news to 
editorial@bodyofchristnews.org 

or fax us at 303.344.4608.

MCCOWANS 
CELEBRATE 65 YEARS

Mr. and Mrs. Gussie Lee McCowan 
celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary 
on March 21 with a reception with their 
family and friends. 

Mr. Gussie McCowan married the former 
Sarah Mae Williams on February 13, 1944.

Mr. McCowan has worked for the City 
of Athens and Brownsboro Independent 
School District. 

Mrs. McCowan is a loving, devoted 
housewife and mother. Their children are 
Glory Thompson; Deloris Robinson; and 
Victor McCowan, all of Tyler; Paul McCowan 
and Jimmy McCowan, both of Colorado; 
Ronnie McCowan, of Missouri; and the 
late Theaudry and Isiah McCowan, both of 
Dallas. 

They have 24 grandchildren, 30 great 
grandchildren, and two great-great 
grandchildren.
















