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FREE, iS ONE OF THOSE WORDS which start the juices 
flowing for many people. It seems to bring out an excitement 
in them and also give some of them a sense of entitlement. 
The meaning of free is spelled out as: at no cost, without 
charge, on the house, gratis, complimentary etc... The truth 
of the matter is that there is nothing free. Using the term free 
causes many people to think that they are getting over or 
getting something for nothing. They will never look past the 
word to investigate or to determine how this can be.                                          

When we view the present situation that the country is in today 
we see poverty, homelessness, hunger, joblessness, illness, 
mental problems, degradation, debt and other associated terms 
which are all a part of this society. At some point these things 
have to be dealt with. Individuals and organizations have to 
step up and give assistance to those in need. There is nothing 
that I can think of that does not have a cost factor involved. 
There is usually money, time, labor, and other considerations. 
The most note worthy is Jesus Christ who brought salvation 
to the world. It was not free. He gave his life to save the 
world from extinguishment. In the book of Ephesians 2: 8-9 it 
reads, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man 
should boast.” Maybe we should take a hint from the previous 
scriptures in relating things given or provided to us as gifts. 
The word free has a misleading assessment and also has a 
false hypothesis. 

When we look at the different things that we see on a daily 
basis such as free carwash, we never consider the water, 
the soap, the towels, the time involved or the elbow grease. 
We see free chicken dinners but never understand that the 
chickens didn’t come freely and undress themselves, jump 
in the pan and turn themselves over in the hot oil and offer 
themselves up for consumption. We see first months rent free, 
but don’t see the cost that went into the preparation or the 
idleness of the rental. We see the sign for shoes that say’s, 

buy one pair get one free without thinking that someone had 
to make both pair, the time they spent, and the cost of the 
leather or other materials involved. Even the advertisements 
we see using the term free cost time and money. Benjamin 
Franklin along with others have often used the term, “Time 
is money.” When going to the emergency room for treatment 
without insurance or money, it will eventually be covered by 
others with insurance. We view the right to vote as a freedom, 
not realizing that many have died in order to give those of us 
still here that same right. Also we see signs relating to free 
enrollment, free tuition etc… Many of our school systems 
across the country also have foundations which garner outside 
funding to help provide other innovations within the schools. 
Most home owners who pay taxes know that much of our tax 
dollars goes for schools, fire departments and other needs in 
our communities and that’s a good thing.

Excel Institute Inc. a 501-© 3 Organization is also one who 
requires financial assistance from external donors to help 
parents and their children have an alternative to education. 
Though God has blessed Excel consistently, he also knows 
that Excel has and will continue to help and assist others in 
need. To whom much is given, much is required. 

With all the things most of us see as being free, at some 
point there will be a reckoning with the cost involved with 
providing the so called free stuff which many take pleasure in. 
Businesses can’t survive with giving away things deemed as 
free without making up the cost in other areas or thru other 
people. My personal opinion regarding the term free is that we 
should strike the word from the dictionary and our vocabulary. 

 “Free is never free, even when applying the cost to others who are 
gift minded.”

— Will Wilson

  — Wil Wilson

NO FREE LUNCH
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Find out how Iliff School of Theology can help  
build a foundation for a lifetime of inspiration.
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Visit our new website at:
www.caldwellkirk.com

CALDWELL-KIRK
MORTUARY

Serving the Denver community for 60 years. 

2101 Marion St. • Denver, CO 80205 • 303-861-4644

Quarterly
Grief Seminar

Saturday, October 13, 2012at11a.m.
Oleta Crain Enrichment Academy

2102 Marion Street • Denver, Colorado
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We want your news! 
Body of Christ News wants to hear about 

your calendar events, announcements 
or conferences. 

Send your news to 
editorial@bodyofchristnews.org 

or fax us at 303.344.4608.

MCCOWANS 
CELEBRATE 65 YEARS

Mr. and Mrs. Gussie Lee McCowan 
celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary 
on March 21 with a reception with their 
family and friends. 

Mr. Gussie McCowan married the former 
Sarah Mae Williams on February 13, 1944.

Mr. McCowan has worked for the City 
of Athens and Brownsboro Independent 
School District. 

Mrs. McCowan is a loving, devoted 
housewife and mother. Their children are 
Glory Thompson; Deloris Robinson; and 
Victor McCowan, all of Tyler; Paul McCowan 
and Jimmy McCowan, both of Colorado; 
Ronnie McCowan, of Missouri; and the 
late Theaudry and Isiah McCowan, both of 
Dallas. 

They have 24 grandchildren, 30 great 
grandchildren, and two great-great 
grandchildren.
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Christians continue to embrace the 
teachings and instructions of Yahweh 
and observe the Spring and Fall feasts.

More and more people will be drawn 
to Yahweh as they observe the masses 
of people who will depart from tradi-
tions to embrace the ways of Yahweh.  
This is the meaning of the parable of 
the prodigal son. 

People are tired of waddling in the 
pigs’ field.  Just like the prodigal son 
realized the blessings of being in his 
father’s house and he repented and 
returned, so will all the prodigals.  
When the Father saw the prodigal 
son afar off, the Father ran and met 
the prodigal embracing him and sent 
for the best robe (symbolic of being 

clothed in the robe of righteousness) 
and his signet ring (the teachings and 
instructions of Yahweh, the Torah).  
Then the Father had the fatted calf 
killed and dressed for the banquet to 
celebrate the prodigal’s return. 

Don’t you know your heavenly 
Father, Yahweh, is waiting on you 
and you and you to return to His 
teachings and instructions and the 
observance of the feast days. 

He is waiting with out-stretched 
arms to celebrate your homecom-
ing with a banquet, the best robe, a 
signet ring, and a fatted calf.  It all 
can be yours, but you must return 
to receive it. May the richness of 
Yahweh’s blessings be yours.

PRODIGAL SON  ... continued from page 9 LOCAL EVENTS

College Workshop
The Ethnic College Counseling Center 
(ECCC) will hold this years first meeting 
at Park Hill United Methodist Church on 
Sat, Sept. 15, at 9am, in Room 205 (enter 
from the Glencoe St. parking lot).  Park 
Hill United Methodist Church is located at 
5209 Montview Boulevard, Denver, CO. 
The ECCC prepares 6th - 12th grade stu-
dents for education beyond high school 
through educational workshops, college 
tours, retreats, college fairs and enrich-
ment programs at Historical Black Colleges 
and Universities. For more info contact 
Pensal McCray at 303-751-9731

Union Baptist Celebrates 63 Years
Sunday Oct. 28th Union Missionary 
Baptist Church will be Celebrating their 
63rd Churches Anniversary at 4pm. Guest 
Speaker Rev. Ron Fox, Senior Pastor 
at Berean Bible Church. Union Baptist 
Church is located at 3200 Dahlia St. For 
more information, call 303-320-0911.




